Pure red cell aplasia after major ABO-incompatible bone marrow transplantation: two case reports of treatment with recombinant human erythropoietin.
A 34-year-old man with acute myelocytic leukemia (AML: MO) and a 32-year-old woman with AML: M2 developed pure red cell aplasia (PRCA) after receiving a major ABO incompatible bone marrow transplant (BMT). The first patient responded to recombinant human erythropoietin (rhEPO) therapy, while the second did not. The second patient also received methylprednisolone (m-PSL) but developed reticulocytosis and hemolysis after the administration of m-PSL. Plasmapheresis was then performed and the patient promptly recovered from hemolysis and PRCA. We conclude that close attention must be paid when treating PRCA following major ABO-incompatible BMT with rhEPO and m-PSL, as there is always the potential for massive hemolysis.